In previous messages, I have written about the coming modernization of Public Health Reports (PHR). In the last few weeks, this modernization became a reality when our journal became part of SAGE Publications, Inc., one of the largest publishers of academic and scholarly journals in the world. Our publisher, the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH), recently contracted with SAGE to handle our journal, and we are already listed on the SAGE website. The move to SAGE brings with it the modernization that Dr. Murthy has been seeking for the journal since he became Surgeon General in 2014 and that I have worked toward since he appointed me as PHR's editor in chief in 2015.
Since the late 1990s, ASPPH has self-published PHR using its own facilities. With the advent of the SAGE relationship, ASPPH will continue to be our publisher through its cosponsorship agreement with the Office of the Surgeon General (OSG) and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, but ASPPH will use SAGE's highly advanced publishing platform to produce and distribute the journal. SAGE is taking over the journal's online presence, marketing, subscription services, production, and final proofing. The editing of the journal remains with OSG and its contractors and partners, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
You, our readers, will see big improvements. Our content will be more easily accessible through a variety of sources and publishing vehicles and in a variety of formats (not just PDFs anymore). All abstracts, plus the Surgeon General's Perspective and all federal reports and recommendations, will remain open access, and all content will continue to be freely available after 12 months. The journal will still be printed on paper, but SAGE will now handle the design and printing.
For authors, the move to SAGE is good news. PHR's content will now be produced, indexed, and distributed by an international publishing company that handles more than 900 scholarly journals. Over time, we aim to decrease the time from final acceptance of submissions to publication, and we are working with ASPPH and SAGE on ways to make that happen. For example, we are exploring the possibility of continuous publication, whereby articles are published online as soon as final proofing and formatting are completed. Many journals have moved to this model (e.g., BMJ, which moved to continuous publication in 2008). It has the potential to bring great freedom and flexibility to journal publication. Its ability to decrease turnaround time is important to authors and to us. Stay tuned.
I want to acknowledge the work of two people at ASPPH who have worked hard for many months to bring the journal to SAGE: Erin K. As always, this issue of PHR touches on an array of the most important public health issues of our day. In his Surgeon General's Perspective, Dr. Murthy writes about one of his top priorities as Surgeon General: the importance of tobacco-free environments. Related articles in the issue include one on cigarette prices and smoking prevalence, and one on e-cigarette use among U.S. immigrants. In our Executive Perspective column, Acting Assistant Secretary for Health Karen B. DeSalvo reviews the new 2015-2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans and their context, a new prescription for public health leadership that she calls Public Health 3.0. Other topics in the issue include infectious diseases (infectious diseases among people released from prison, screening for hepatitis C in prisons, HIV care for people with perinatally acquired infections, immunization data quality, surveillance for group A streptococcal necrotizing fasciitis, deaths resulting from coccidioidomycosis in California), homicide among American Indians/ Alaska Natives, environmental health (pesticide-related hospitalizations), and disease investigations (tracing airline passengers in an investigation of MERS-CoV). The issue also contains two commentaries, one on the evolution of public health-hospital collaboration and the other on strategies for achieving HIV-related health equity goals. Our From the Schools and Programs of Public Health columns examine academic-practice partnerships among schools and programs of public health as well as an analysis of MD-MPH program graduates, and our Law and the Public's Health column comments on implications of CDC's advice on alcohol and pregnancy.
Finally, with this issue we begin a series called "Spotlight on Veterans' Health: After the War," which will run for several issues. This is a special series of articles organized and edited by Drs. Ralph L. Erickson, Chief The first article appears in this issue and is about the incidence of mood and anxiety disorders in a sample of National Guard members.
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